THE   BISTORT   OF  SPIRITUALISM

it was no longer confined to the Fox family. It was
like some psychic cloud descending from on high and
showing itself on those persons who were susceptible.
Similar sounds were heard in the home of Rev. A. H.
Jervis, a Methodist minister, living in Rochester.
Strong physical phenomena also began in the family
of Deacon Hale, of Greece, a town close to Rochester.
A little later Mrs. Sarah A. Tamlin and Mrs. Bene-
dict, of Auburn, developed remarkable mediumship.
Mr. Capron, the first historian of the movement,
describes Mrs. Tamlin as one of the most reliable
mediums he had ever met, and says that though
the sounds occurring in her presence were not so loud
as those with the Fox family, the messages were
equally trustworthy.

It speedily became evident, then, that these unseen
forces were no longer attached to any building, but
that they had transferred themselves to the girls. In
vain the family prayed with their Methodist friends
that relief would come. In vain also were exorcisms
performed by the clergy of various creeds. Beyond
joining with loud raps in the Amens, the unseen
presences took no notice of these religious exercises.

The danger of blindly following alleged spirit
guidance was clearly shown some months later in
the neighbouring town of Rochester, where a man
disappeared under suspicious circumstances. An
. enthusiastic Spiritualist had messages by raps which
announced a murder. The canal was dragged and the
wife of the missing man was actually ordered to enter
the canal, which nearly cost her her life. Some
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